
 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Whole 
School 

Vocabulary 

Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  
Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, the steady beat.  

Pitch – high and low sounds.  
Tempo – the speed of the music – fast, slow or in-between.  

Dynamics – how loud or quiet music is.  
Timbre – all instruments, including voices have a certain sound quality, e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  

Texture – layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  
Structure – every piece of music has a structure, e.g. introduction, verse, chorus, ending. 

KS1 
Cycle A 

Hands, Feet, Heart   
Exploring Simple Patterns   

Ho Ho Ho   
Focus on Dynamics & 

Tempo   

I Wanna Play In A Band   
Exploring Feelings Through 

Music   

Zootime   
Inventing a Musical Story   

Friendship Song   
Music That Makes You 

Dance   

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay   

Exploring Improvisation   

KS1 
Cycle B 

Hey You!   
Introducing Beat   

Rhythm In The Way We 
Walk and Banana Rap   
Adding Rhythm & Pitch   

In The Groove! Introducing 
Temp & Dynamics   

Round And Round   
Combining Pulse, Rhythm 

and Pitch   

Your Imagination   
Having Fun with 
Improvisation   

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay   

Explore Sound and Create 
a Story   

Key 
Vocabulary:  

acoustic     layering     graphic score     accompaniment     musical elements     improvisation     body percussion     notation     composition     call and response     ostinato     
texture     chord     phrase     tuned percussion     drone     playing techniques     untuned percussion     duration     score     instruments 

KS2 Cycle A 
Let Your Spirit Fly   

Developing Notational 
Skills   

Glockenspiel Stage 1   
Enjoying Improvisation   

Three Little Birds   
Composing Using Your 

Imagination   

The Dragon Song   
Sharing Musical 

Experiences   

Bringing Us Together   
Learning More About 

Musical Styles   

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay   

Recognising Different 
Sounds   

KS2 Cycle B 
Mamma Mia   

Interesting Time 
Signatures   

Glockenspiel Stage 2   
Combining Elements to 

Make Music   

Stop!   
Developing Pulse & 

Groove Through 
Improvisation   

Lean On Me   
Creating Simple Melodies 

Together   

Blackbird   
Connecting Notes and 

Feelings   

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay   

Purpose, Identity and 
Expression In Music   

Key 
Vocabulary:  

tuned percussion     accompaniment     duration     cluster [sounds]     tuned/untuned percussion     body percussion     lyrics     conductor     call and response     notation     
melodic phrase     drone     programme music        improvise     track list     score     musical elements     round     step movement     pentatonic scale    duet     duration    

internalise     interval     motif     ostinato/ostinato     pentatonic     rest [musical silence]     scale     castanets 


